smallburgh  rural  district  council 


/ 


annual  report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
For  the  Year  1944. 


SECTION  A. 

Area  of  District  in  acres . 70,017 

Population  (1931  Census).... . 15,690 

Population  (1944,  estimated)..,  . 15,440 

Structurally  separate  dwellings  (1931  Census) 


Rateable  Value. 
Estimated  Penny  Rate. 

LIVE 

BIRTHS.  (Legitimate 

( Illegitimate 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 


STILL 

BIRTH8.  (Legitimate 

(Illegitimate 


Occupied .  4,376 

Unoccupied...  433 
£59375 
£250 

Total.  M.  F. 

237  117  120 

23  17  _ 6_ 

260  134  l2(r 

the  estimated  resident  population  - 

16.73 

Total.  M.  F. 

8  3  5 

_2 _  _ 2_  - 

10  5  5 


Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  -  37.03 


DEATHS 


189  96  93 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

12.24 


Deaths  from  PUERPERAL  SEPSIS  -  Nil. 

Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes  -  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Legitimate  7  43 

Illegitimate  3  2  1 

Total  10  6  4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 

All  Infants  per  1.000  Live  Births . 38.46 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  29.53 

Deaths  from  Canoer  (all  ages). .  38 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  .  - 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages). . .  1 


Deaths  fafom  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the  Year  1944 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Qtiarterly  Returns. 


- 

England 
&  Wales. 

12b  C.Bs 
and  ureat 
Towns 
including 
London. 

148 

Smaller 

Towns 

Resident 

Pop. 

25,000  - 
50,000  at 
1931  Census 

X  Rates 

per  1,000 

17.6V 

Civilian  Population:- 

Live  Births 

20.3 

20.9 

Still  " 

Deaths:- 

0.50  / 

0.64 

0.61 

All  Causes 
Typhoid  and 

11.6  + 

13.7  ‘ 

12.4 

Paratyphoid. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough. 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Diphtheria. 

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

Influenza, 

0.12 

0.10 

0.11 

Smallpox. 

0.00 

— 

Measles. 

Rates 

Deaths  under  1  Year 

0.01 

per  1,000 

0.01 

Live  Births:- 

0.01 

of  Age. 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis. 

46  / 

52 

44 

under  2  years  of 

age. 

4.8 

7.3 

4.4 

London 

Adm 

County. 


15.0 

0.42 

15.7 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.01 

0.08 

0.00 


61 


10.1 


X  A  dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 
Per  1,000  related  births 

•f  Rates  per  1.000  Total  population _ 


Rates  per  1,000 

Civilian  Population:- 

Notifications:- 

Typhoid  fever. 

0.01 

0.01  0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid. 

0.01 

0.00  0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.06  0.04 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever. 

2.40 

2.41  2.67 

1.57 

Whooping  Cough, 

2.49 

2.49  2.29 

2.90 

Diphtheria. 

0.58 

0.67  0.69 

0.31 

Erysipelas. 

0.29 

0.32  0.28 

0.37 

Smallpox. 

0.00 

0.00  0.00 

0.00 

Measles. 

4.16 

4.51  3.94 

2.98 

Pneumonia. 

0.97 

1.13  0.82 

0.93 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still):- 

• » 

(a) 

Notifications:- 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

> 

10.34 

13.13  9.25  ^  3.61 

(V  14.14 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality  -  England  and  Wales:- 

No. 140  Abortion 

No.  141  Abortion  No.  147  Nos. 

142-6 

with  Sepsis. 

without  Sepsis.  Puerperal 

148-150 

Infections. 

Other 

0.31 

0.09 

0.28 

1.25 

Abortion:  Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-45  England  &  Wales:- 

No. 140  With  Sepsis,. 

No.  141  Without v8epsis. 

25 

7 

t  Including  Puerperal  fever. 
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SECTION  B. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

D.G.  SHIELDS,  M.B.E.  ,  M.  A.  ,  M.B.,  B.Ch  M.R.C.S.  ,  L.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.L.  Taunton,  C.R.S.I.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  Norfolk  County  Laboratory  (now  replaced  by 

E.P.H.  Laboratory,  Norwich). 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES  are  obtained  from  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  at 

Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  North  Walsham,  Martham  and 

Great  Yarmouth  Hospital. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  District  Nurses  of  Norfolk  Nursing  Federation. 

(b)  Private  hire  in  infectious  diseases. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.  None  in  District. 

H08PITALS.  Norfolk  and  Norwich,  Jenny  Lind  (Children),  Great  Yarmouth 

and  North  Walsham  Cottage  Hospitals  all  take  cases  from 
the  area.  Infectious  cases  for  which  isolation  is 
considered  necessary  are  admitted  to  the  County  Isolation 
Hospital  at  ^erenam.  The  Colti shall  Nursing  Home 
unfortunately  remains  closed  owing  to  staffing 
difficulties. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Total. 

Admitted  to 

Ho spital. 

Deaths 

Typhoid  Fever. 

_ 

Paratyphoid. 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever. 

22 

9 

Whooping  Cough. 

7 

1 

1 

Diphtheria. 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas. 

5 

— 

— 

Smallpox. 

— 

— 

— 

^easles. 

330 

2 

— 

Pneumonia. 

21 

— 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

2 

1 

— 

Jaundice. 

12 

1 

— 

Malaria. 

3 

2 

_ 

C.S.  Meningitis. 

1 

1 

— 

404 

18 

7 

The  increase  in 

the  incidence 

of  notifiable 

infectious 

diseases. 

noted  in  my  last  Report,  has  continued  to  develop,  the  total  figures 
for  the  past  three  years  being  respectively  -  1943  -  62,  1943  -  279, 
1944  -  404;  in  the  last  pre-war  year  (1939)  the  figure  was  44. 

The  figures  are  swollen  by  the  heavy  incidence  of  measles,  which  in 
1944  in  this  District  was  more  than  five  times  greater  than  the 
incidence  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  Whole.  Nevertheless  it  cannot 
escape  notice  that  the  general  increase  in  infectious  disease  goes 
hand  in  hand  with  the  deplorably  congested  state  of  public  transport 
vehicles.  Conditions  in  East  Norfolk  in  this  respect  have  been  so 
notoriously  bad  that  attention  was  called  to  them  in  Parliament,  but 
no  amelioration  seems  yet  to  have  taken  place;  it  is  little 
exaggeration  to  say  that  in  1944  human  beings  were  subjected  to  degrees 
of  unhealthy  congestion awhich,  had  they  been  inflicted  upon  animals, 
would  have  led  to  the  prosecution  of  those  responsible.  At  is  small 
wonder  that  in  such  circumstances  infectious  disease  has  been 
exceptionally  rife. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


During  1944,  187  more  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria 
under  tne  Cpuncil's  scheme;  158  of  these  were  children  under  the  age 
of  five  years.  In  all,  2,528  children  have  now  been  immunised  out  of 
of  an  estimated  child-population  of  3,389.  it  is  quite  probable  that 
a  number  of  ohildren  now  residing  in  the  District  have  received 
immunisation  through  other  channels  than  the  Council's  free  scheme,  so 
that  the  position  is  possibly  more  satisfactory  than  suggested  by  the 
statistics  available.  Only  one  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the 
District  during  1944,  this  being  an  adult  (Service)  case. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  during  1944. 


Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Totals 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

ed  under  1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1-5 

_ 

— 

_ 

mm 

N 

5-15 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

2 

II 

15  -  25 

4 

5 

— 

1 

10 

H 

25  -  35 

3 

2 

— 

_ 

5 

H 

35  -  45 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

II 

45-55 

3 

— 

— 

2 

5 

II 

55  -  65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

II 

over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals:- 

12 

9 

2 

3 

26 

Deaths  during  1944. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Totals 

Mai  os. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

H 

ed  under  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

n 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ii 

5-15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

n 

15  -  25 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

ii 

25  -  35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ii 

35  -  45 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

ii 

45-55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

it 

55  -  65 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

ii 

over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals:- 

1 

3 

1 

5 

GENERAL. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


(1)  Generally  speaking  the  water  supply  over  tie  whole  District  has 
been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  military 
autnorities  however,  have  been  averse  to  taking  their  supplies 
from  existing  shallow  wells,  and  have  obtained  supplies  from 
public  mains  at  Hoveton  and  Stalham. 

(2)  At  Hoveton  the  supply  is  from  the  City  of  Norwich  Waterworks, 
and  samples  are  submitted  direct  to  the  public  analyst.  A 
recent  report  states  -  •This  supply  is  not  at  its  best  in  respect 
of  organic  quality  and  colour.  The  quality  is  within  the  normal 
limits  of  variation  in  the  winter  months.  The  water  is  suitable 
for  drinking  purposes”. 

At  Stalham  where  the  Council  has  a  mains  supply,  one  sample mof  the 
raw  water  and  two  samples  of  the  water  going  into  supply  (after 
chlorination)  were  taken,  and  the  public  analyst  reports  "This 
water  is  of  great  organic  purity,  free  from  the  slightest  sign  o£ 
pollution,  and  of  unimpeachable  quality  for  drinking  purposes. , 

The  sample  is  free  from  suspended  iron,  and  that  in  solution  is 
negligible" . 


(3)  Ho  reports  have  been 
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*(4)  10  samples  were  taken  from  shallow  well  supplies  during  the 

year,  and  the  public  analyst  reported  that  eight  samples  were 
good  and  two  were  impure.  In  the  latter  cases  tne  wells  were 
closed  for  domestic  purposes. 

(5)  Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwellinghouses,  and  the  proportion 
of  the  population,  having  a  supply  of  water  from  public  mains:- 

Parish  of  HO VET ON : 


dumber  of  houses  having  direct  supply  into  house  -  24 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  -  83 


Number  of  houses  supplied  by  stand-pipes 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied 


Proportion  of  houses  having  a  mains  supply 
M  11  population  h  «  m 


nil 


5.4# 

8.4# 


Parish  of  8TALHAM; 

Number  of  houses  having  direct  supply  into  house  -  154 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  -  471 


Nuiiber  of  houses  supplied  by  stand-pipes  -  17 

Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  -  62 


Proportion  of  houses  having 
w  "  population  " 


a  mains  su 

ii 


47.3# 

55.2# 


NUISANCES. 

43  alleged  nuisances  were  investigated  during  the  year,  and  in 
one  case  only  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  a  statutory  notice, 
this  being  a  nuisance  on  the  site  of  war-damaged  property  at 
Happisburgh.  This  nuisance  was  finally  abated. 


HOUSING. 

Demolitions:  (l)  Order  in  respect  of  a  cottage  at  Ludham  occupied 
by  Thrower.  In  this  case  Thrower  was  granted  a  vacant 
Council  house,  and  the  demolition  order  is  in  force. 

(2)  Order  served  in  respect  of  two  vacant  cottages  at 
Wayford  Bridge,  Smallburgh.  ^ere  the  owner  gave  an 
undertaking  to  repair,  which  was  accepted  by  the  Council,  and 
the  necessary  work  is  in  progress. 

Notice  to  Repair  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act  1936,  served  in  respect 
of  two  cottages  at  Neatishead.  In  this  case  the  owner  decided 
to  dispose  of  the  property,  and  the  new  owner  carried  out  the 
necessary  work. 

dwellinghouses  damaged  by  enemy  action  during  the  war. 

*  Number  of  dwellinghouses  destroyed  by  enemy  action  -  3 

Other  dwellinghouses  demolished  consequent  upon 

enemy  damage  -  4 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  damaged  by  enemy  action  -  883 
“  "  Council  houses  ”  "  "  "  55 

”  "  dwellinghouses  given  'First  Aid'  repairs 

by  the  Council.  -  338 
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Overcrowding. 


One  serious  case  is  outstanding:- 

The  Hill,  8wanton  Abbott.  This  is  a  small  two-bedroomed 
bungalow,  occupied  by  R.  Critoph,  bis  wife  and  seven  young 
children.  In  addition,  Mrs  ^ritoph  has  bad  triplets,  and 
these  are  in  a  home  provided  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  as 
the  existing  accommodation  is  so  inadequate.  Mr.  Critoph  is  a 
milkman,  employed  at  Sloley  Hall  Farm. 


General  Housing  Conditions. 

The  housing  situation  can  only  1b  described  as  acute,  and 
additional  dwellings  are  urgently  needed  in  all  parts  of  the 
District.  *t  is,  however,  noticeable  that  many  existing 
three-bedroomed  dwellings  are  occupied  by  only  two  or  three  persons, 
and  a  rough  census  of  the  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  showed  the 
following  position 


0.6  persons  per  occupied  room. 


The  Council  now  owns  685 

1919  (Assisted  Scheme) 

1923  Acts  ... 

1924  Act 

1931  (Rural  Authorities) 
Slum  Clearance. 

1936  Act  (Overcrowding) 
1938  Act  (Overcrowding  & 
(Accommodation  of 
Not  subsidised. 


dwellings r  as  under 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

48 

•  #  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

412 

Act. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

28 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

58 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

34 

Slum  Clearance) 

•  •  • 

3 

Members 

of  Agrl.Popln.) 

19 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

77 

Total 

•  •  • 

685 

The  average  RENT  charged  is  4/-  per  week  plus  rates. 
The  average  RATES  charged  are  l/l£d.  per  week. 


D.  G.  SHIELDS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.  L.  TAUNTON. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council. 


August  1945. 


Bt  3  8X3  0  BUCiTBB  9 aO 


BB 

s  9  i 


bevccrbed-o w*  XXsbs  .jtocdA  no^cewe  ,XIiH  •£* 

,a  fine  aliw  Bid  dqpmO  .H  yd  bexquooo  -w 

i'XoiU  £isci  eBd  nqodx"x''  st1  ,  itlbba  al 
XiafiicD  yJauoO  aUotsoH  *-'•*  Xtf  dscxvoiq  aaori  « 

* rf<rod'i'rO  iM  supejbBxxi  oa  a i  nox^-ftfcoaxinooos  ^jiitaix© 

~  .  F  mXBi  lisa  xeloLB  t*  bd^olqc:©  'Oamilla 


«  3  Xi'-flOQ  '.-.•••i,  .  XJOH  _  •  S9£S0 

bTB  .bJbob  as  tsaXioesb  sf  yXno  nso  noiX£L-Jia  gnXei/od  BdT 
eriJ  to  BJieq  XXb  al  b»bs«a  yldne3ii;  bm  asnilXawfi 

„„  >sjV5«  sHsrwsSU'X.  ■  - '  A 

■  ws  •£.-:-?»  ax  x  ~  sKsj^as 

„moci  baiquooo  T©q  enoaioq  Q.O 


3£ 

a 

si-> 

8S 

85 

M 

5 

ex 

v? 

C  -  o 


(G-ueiioc.  fcoicissA)  9131 
3  j’oA  S SGI 
* ; ;  toA  ^sei 

‘JoA  (seitiiokitjA  IsutfO  isei 

,eor-"XS9lO  muIB 
**  (;  ni-bwoTOTsrO )  tfoA  85^1 

(eoAai£9lO*iLjI2  .  '  jA  8561 

;.nXqo^.Xl8A  to  BMdBBM  to  aoXtdboamoooA)^  ^ 

«  *  *  •  •  •  *  *  * 

lad’oT 

»  *  « 

S  +31  81/  J9W  isq  -\>  si  ba$i 

iea  ,b£±\I  *1  SMilo  8STAH  agBisvc  eaT 


.aajEiHS  .o  .a 

.xxd-I-seH  1c  tqoUIO  LBdbe~-  .  ,  ^  ••-  •• 

.  I0T9UAT  .J  .A 

.TOuOsqanI  Yi.atxx'isS  loxnso 

lo  51903  9'!  DOG  nSHilXGr.O  9-  i  oT 
.IlofluoO  #0i‘  iBTJJfl  ri3TX/cfIIflffl8  ©il* 

.5*61  i-eifaJiA 


